
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Summer Playlist” is the name of the current sermon series,  which has been designed to acquaint 
us with the power of our tradition’s ancient hymnbook, the Psalms. Today’s sermon,  “Track 14: Celebrate!” 
is the fourteenth sermon in the series. You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m.    Children’s Parent Meeting
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
 5: 00 p.m.    Youth 
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks  

Monday:
Labor Day:  Church Closed

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:   Academy School begins

Wednesday: 
 7:00 p.m.   Chancel Choir

Thursday:
  9:30 a.m.   Covenant Bible Study
12:00 p.m.  Noon Bible Study
  9:00 p.m.  Oaks Bible Study

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                  All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
           if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                     on the schedule below.

Children’s Ministry:  Kids for Christ starts next Sunday!
  We're so excited that Kids for Christ is starting back 
up! Kids for Christ is a time for 3 year olds-5th Graders 
to come to church and learn and to have fun with their 
friends.  It is from 5:00-7:30 p.m. each Sunday night. 
The 3-5 year olds will go to the preschool room, K-2nd 
Graders will go to Terra Nova, and 3rd-5th Graders will 
go to the Tree House. There is also childcare for 0-2 year 
olds in the nursery for kids whose parents are in Growth 
Groups.  During this time, the kids will go to choir, have a 
lesson and play games.  We will also have supper together.  
Kids either can bring their supper from home or purchase 
it for $10 per month.  We ask that parents sign up to help 
cook once per semester. If you choose to purchase supper, 

you can pay for the month on the first Sunday of each month by bringing it Sunday night or putting it in the 
offering.  You also can  pay $28 and be done for the whole semester.  However, we don't want this to be a 
hardship on anyone, so if it's a problem to pay, just let me know, and we can work something out. 
   If you've never brought your kids to Kids for Christ, I urge you to give  it a try! It’s a great time for the kids 
to get to know the other kids and leaders better as well as deepen their faith. — Alayna Brooks



College Ministry:  Join Us For The Oaks Tonight!  

Youth Ministry: ICYMI

 

  Tonight, Sunday, August 31st, beginning at 7:30 p.m., 
students from all three universities will join together in 
the Fellowship Hall for dinner, worship, and a devotion 
while gathered around round tables. We really hope you, 
as a college student, will join us! We desire for The Oaks 
to be a time and space that facilitates relationships and 
encourages the spiritual development of students. Here are 
some other ways of getting involved with the Aldersgate 
college ministry:
Apprentice Series: It is still not too late to sign up for this 
new small group discipleship class which will use the 
book The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith. 
If you’re interested, please talk to Kyle ASAP. 

Growth Groups: We are collecting names of students who are interested in joining a Growth Group this 
semester. Growth Groups will meet on selective week-nights (TBD) and focus on spiritual growth as part 
of a small group.
Student Adoption: For students who are wishing to be connected to the Aldersgate community, we are re-
starting a student adoption ministry. Students can be “adopted” by an Aldersgate member or family, thus 
allowing for a new relationship to be formed. 
   Students interested in any of these opportunities can learn more and sign up during The Oaks tonight 
or communicate their interest to Kyle Watson (College Director) or Courtney Coker (College Intern) : at 
Kyle: kyle@aldersgateabilene.org (325) 665-9116   •  Courtney: coker.courtney@mcm.edu (817) 894-5339

     In our parent meeting on Sunday, we discussed many exciting aspects of Aldersgate Youth Ministry, 
including the need for volunteers. Right now, I am looking for adult volunteers and am accepting applications 
for an assistant and an intern.   If you are interested in any of these opportunities, please contact me at 
youth@ aldersgateabilene.org. It’s going to be a great year. Check out the schedule below: — Daniel Mathis

Weekly Fall Schedule:
Sunday School    10:05-10:55
Sunday Night         5:00-7:30
Upcoming Events:
Lock In     Oct 13th (tentative)
One Less    Nov 9th and 16th
Winter Retreat    Jan 2-3 (tentative)
Ski Trip     Mar 9-13
Disciple Now    April (TBD)



Summer Playlist:  Track:14 Celebrate!
Psalm 150

Sermon Notes
Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Can you repeat that?  HALLELUJAH!

The Narrative of the Psalms 1 through 150

The Structure of Praise

- Where

- Why

- How

The Praise (Celebration), Alive Connection 



Mission Field Update: Panama II

  Aldersgate’s Panama II Mission trip, sponsored by your Faith Promise pledges, returned home August 10. 
Eighteen missioners participated in construction of the Methodist church of Santiago (top left) as well as 
helping to cultivate their new congregation. 
 In addition, the team fed families and delivered sacks of staple goods to a nearby less-forunate section of 
town.  The team helped with  preparing food for the new congregation. (top right)
   Thanks to all of you who helped in any way for the seccess of this intergenerational mission effort.
    Members of Panama II Mission Team were George and Karen Gardner, Ray and Dianne Martin, Mike 
and Wanda Lock, Carlton and Sally Villers, Alan, Tracie, Michael, Hilda and Ethan Hartman, Emily Schultz, 
Jack Payne, Lydia McKinney, Bob Gillette, and David Feemster.

Bowie News: Oh, the Places We Will Go
  This year, Bowie Elementary has adopted a theme based on Dr. 
Seuss’ book “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” to encourage students 
about the possibilities that life holds for them. To join in the 
spirit of the theme for the year and to encourage the students, 
individually, the Mission Task Force of Aldersgate has designated 
some “Faith Promise” money (donated by our congregation to 
be used for missional efforts such as this one) to purchase a copy 
of “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” for each student at Bowie. The 
dream is that each one of the 700 books will include a note of 

handwritten by a member of Aldersgate. (That means you!) That’s right! You are invited to an all-church 
book signing party on Sunday, September 7, at 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to have a hand  
in encouraging the students with a handwritten note. I will have samples of encouraging notes available in 
case you are not comfortable using your own words. It’s a low-risk endeavor that will offer a great return 
in the lives of the children as we find another way to tell them: “You are worthy  of love!” Grace and Peace!
 — Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers
Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler

Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand

Presence                      (8.24.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $8,020.77
Received Month-to-Date = $49,567.51 
Received Year-to-Date = $500,954.02
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $128,114.86

Staying Connected:
Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Worship Service=192                        
11:00 a.m. Worship Service= at McMurry

Total Worship Service Attendance=192                                                   
 Sunday school=204

The Oaks = did not meet 

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services:  Ruben Sandoval

Covenant Bible Study begins Thursday, September 4, at 9:30 a.m. in the library. Darla 
Mawson will lead the Bible Study for eight weeks. If you would like to attend please 
contact  Darla at 698-2848 or at d.mawson@sbcglobal.net.

Teachers of Bowie and Aldersgate folks had a joyful event on August 18 in the 
Fellowship Hall, sharing good food, Steve’s award-winning pancakes and fellowship. 
Bags of supplies were available for all the teachers, nurses and office personnel to help 
get their year off to a fabulous start. This card is from one of the staff members  of Bowie 
Elementary: “Dear Aldersgate friends, than you so much for the delicious meal.  It was 
all great and “oh” the pancakes! I love the bag of goodies too. Thanks for all that you 
do!” — Laura Vinson

Bowie Update:  Breakfast and Meet the Teacher Event

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast  is Thursday, September 4, in the Fellowship Hall  at 
6:30 a.m. Keith Garner will speak about his Africian hunting trip. The breakfast is 
a homecooked meal prepared by the men of the community. All men and boys are 
welcome. Cost for men is $3.00. Boys eat free. 

Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Lou Adams
Dan Gilbreath
Clinton Gayle
Addison English

Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Leslie Kitchell

Gifts



   Book of the Month  

Daily Bible Readings
The primary way that we grow in 

our love for God and others is to 
read and reflect on the Scriptures. 
That growth is accelerated when 
we read and reflect on the Bible in 
community. These passages have 
been selected   to reinforce this week’s 
message. Join the conversation on 
the Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church Facebook page where you 
can read and comment.

        Sunday:      Psalm 150
                                    

Monday:       Psalm 1       
Tuesday:      Psalm 104             
Wednesday:    Psalm 146            
Thursday:       Psalm 147
Friday:            Psalm 148                                            
Saturday:          Psalm 149                               

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

       ALIVE...In the Word                                                                                                                       
                                                Pastor  Steve                                           

Each month, we will 
recommend a book 
to aid you in your 
spiritual growth.We 
are suggesting the 
book, "Conspiracy of 
Kindness" by author 
Steven Sjogren ,
because this book will continue to be a 
great resourse during our 13 weeks of 
Kindness campaign, which ends today  
and copies are available in the office. 
Please consider reading the book, 
and continue to share your stories! 
#kindness13      Grace and Peace! 
— Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Last year, our congregation participated 
in the Reveal Spiritual Life Survey. The 
purpose of our participation was to help us 
know how well our church  was doing at 

accomplishing our mission: “Raising up Deeply Devoted Disciples 
of Jesus.”  The staff and the Futuring Team have spent hours studying 
the results of the data, and many of you heard a presentation of 
the results of the survey back in May at an all-church meeting.  
One of the things that we discovered is that a more intentional 
focus on Scripture, coupled with a deepening understanding 
that the Bible truly can effect change in our lives, would help 
the most people at Aldersgate take their next steps with God.

Therefore, on September 7th, we are going to launch a year-long 
focus on Scripture.  It will start with a new sermon series called, 
“ALIVE: A year-long passage through the Bible for our collective 
transformation.”  We are going to journey through the entire biblical 
narrative over the next 52 weeks.  We believe that the Bible is not 
boring drudgery, but rather full of LIFE, just like Hebrews 4:12 says!  
Therefore, as we learn and embrace more of the story of Scripture, 
we will become more ALIVE.  During the first quarter, we will 
focus on the Old Testament. The second quarter will focus on Jesus’ 
early life and ministry, the third on the resurrection of Jesus and its 
implications for us, and the fourth on allowing the Spirit of God to 
permeate every aspect of our lives.  A book called “We Make the 
Road by Walking” by Brian McClaren will help guide us though this 
series.  If you would like a copy of the book, contact the church office 
or indicate so on the back of your “Welcome” card during worship, 
and we would be glad to order one for you.  They cost $17.50.

The sermon series is only a start.  We will be encouraging you to 
read through or listen to the entire Bible in a year.  We also will be 
sharing with you other resources and books to help you grow in 
your understanding and love of God’s Word.  It is going to be an 
“epic” year with the most epic story ever told!  It is our prayer that 
we will not master the Bible but that the Bible will further master us.        


